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TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: CALLAGHAN S TRIP REPORT TO PARLIAMENT 

1 . ADDRESSING A MARCH 15 SESSION OF THE COMMONS, PRIME 
MINISTER CALLAGHAN REPORTED ON HIS TRIP TO WASHINGTON AND 
HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. HE TOLD THE 
COMMONS THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT THE PRESIDENT WOULD PROVIDE 
POSITIVE LEADERSHIP TO THE WEST AND RECOGNIZED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF REQULAR CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
ITS ALLIES. CALLAGHAN REAFFIRMED HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
COMMITMENT TO FOSTER THE "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" WHICH THE 
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PRESIDENT HAD STRESSED DURING THE VISIT. IN REVIEWING 
THEIR DISCUSSIONS CALLAGHAN STATED THAT WHILE THE EMPHA- 
SIS HAD BEEN ON ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. A VARIETY OF SUBJECTS 
HAD BEEN COVERED IN SOME DETAIL, INCLUDING EAST/WEST 
RELATIONS. ARMS CONTROL, HUMAN RIGHTS, CONCORDE AND 
REGIONAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS. 
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2. THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD THE COMMONS THAT ECONOMIC 
DISCUSSIONS HAD INCLUDED WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND INTER- 
NATIONAL TRADE. HE URGED THE PRESIDENT TO RESIST 
PRESSURES FOR PROTECTIONISM WHICH WOULD DELAY RECOVERY 
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL RECESSION. REACTING TO THIS 
STATEMENT IN THE SUBSEQUENT QUESTION PERIOD, CONSERVATIVE 
LEADER MARGARET THATCHER OBSERVED THAT TRADE BARRIERS 
IN THE U.S. "...SOMETIMES SEEM TO BE HIQHER THAN IN THE 

REST OF THE INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD." 

3. WITH RESPECT TO CONCORDE, CALLAGHAN STATEDTHAT HE HAD 
TRIED TO KEEP THIS ISSUE IN ITS PROPER PLACE WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE OVERALL UK/U.S. BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. 
EXPLAINING THE OPPOSITION TO CONCORDE IN THE U.S., HE 
NOTED THAT "...WE MUST CONSIDER THAT THERE ARE GENUINE 
ENVIRONMENTAL FEARS,", SOME OF WHICH WERE "MISGUIDED". 

HE STATED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD INDICATED SUPPORT FOR 
LANDINGS ON A TRIAL BASIS, WHILE HE HAD REAFFIRMED HMG'S 
POSITION THAT IT HAD TREATY RIGHTS WHICH IT DID NOT 
INTEND TO SEE OVERRIDDEN. 

4. CALLAGHAN ALSO TOLD THE COMMONS THAT HE DISCUSSED THE 
SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AT LENGTH WITH THE PRESIDENT, AND 
WAS CONVINCED THAT "...CARTER HAD GIVEN VERY CAREFUL 
THOUGHT TO HIS APPROACH ON THE MATTER", AND THAT "THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S NEW IDEAS AND INITIATIVES ARE TEMPERED 
BY REALISM...." 

5. RESPONDING TO A THATCHER QUESTION ON BRITAIN'S IMAGE 
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ABROAD, CALLAGHAN EXPRESSED DISMAY ABOUT FOREIGN, AND 
PARTICULARLY, AMERICAN PERCEPTIONS OF THE BRITISH 
SITUATION. HE URGED MPS GOING TO AMERICA TO APPLY THEIR 
BEST EFFORTS TO REDRESS WHAT HE CALLED AN INACCURATE 
"HEADLINE" PICTURE OF BRITAIN , "...ONE CULLED SOMETIMES 
BY AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS LIVING IN WEST END BARS... 

6. COMMENT. CALLAGHAN CONVEYED A FEELING THAT HE - 
ALONG WITH THE BRITISH MEDIA - CONSIDERED HIS WASHINGTON 
TRIP A GREAT SUCCESS. HE SEEMED GENUINELY IMPRESSED WITH 
THE PRESIDENT'S IMAGINATION AND ABILITY, AND DESPITE THE 
EXISTENCE OF POTENTIALLY DISRUPTIVE ISSUES SUCH AS 
CONCORDE, EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THE "SPECIAL RELATION- 
SHIP" WILL CONTINUE AND PROSPER. THE VISIT WAS WARMLY 
PRAISED BYMRS.THATCHER AND LIBERAL LEADER DAVID STEEL, 
THOUGH BOTH TRIED TO MAKE POINTS IN QUESTION TIME. 

SPIERS 
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